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From the Editors:
We welcome rally reports, announcements, recipes, repair hints, anything that would be of general interest to 
our membership. The Tidings is published three times a year: January, May, and September. The deadlines for 
submitting articles for publication are December 1, April 1, and August 1. Please send all articles for publication 
to Val Sherer, valpub@yahoo.com, putting TIDINGS in the subject. When sending rally announcements, also 
send a copy to our webmaster, Rick Newcomb (rnewcomb@comcast.net) so he can put them on the TrailBlazers 
web page (http://tmtrailblazers.org).

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR PRIVACY
There have been concerns about publishing member information on websites. In particular, the concern was that listing the names and 
other address information of rally contacts, directors, etc. might expose those people to harassment or other unwanted contact. The 
member information published in The Tidings is in a ‘controlled’ distribution. That is, The Tidings is only sent to members. Many times 
the rally announcements in The Tidings are copied to Internet web sites as a means of getting broader coverage for our events. However, 
when the rally information is published on the Internet, everyone can read it. So, if you don’t want your personal information (name, 
address, phone or email address) to be published on the Internet, indicate your desire with your rally announcements or other items you 
send for publication and we’ll put the notice (not to be published on the Internet) with your personal information. 

Leadership Directory
National Officers
President Larry Fennern, lefennern@gmail.com MeMbershiP Coordinator  Joni Page, j.page.81623@gmail.com
ViCe President Ron Moore, ron_m48084@yahoo.com WebMaster Rick Newcomb, rnewcomb@comcast.net
seCretary Veronica Zieminski, vhz627@hotmail.com tidings editor Val Sherer, valpub@yahoo.com
treasurer Ralph Sherer, RLsherer@sbcglobal.net Past President/auditor Randy Samson, rjs16016@gmail.com

TrailBlazers web page: http://tmtrailblazers.org

Chapters
aPPalaChian ChaPter: Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia 
Director, Rick Hale, haleriju@gmail.com
Assistant director, Jude Chauvette, 
judeman@comcast.net

Central northeast ChaPter: Delaware, Maryland,
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington DC
Director, vacant

Charter ChaPter: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Wisconsin & Ontario, Canada
Director, Carl Wisler, carl.wisler@att.net

dixie ChaPter: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, 
Mississippi 
Directors, Mike & Christine Newman,  
pollytech42@yahoo.com
Assistant Directors, Ed & Karen Dugo,  
eddugo@yahoo.com

Mile high trailblazers: Colorado, Wyoming, New 
Mexico, Utah
Director, Tina Bedard, Tinabeda@comcast.net
Assistant Director, Warren Luckow,  
wjluckow@mindspring.com

neW england PilgriM ChaPter: Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont  
& New Brunswick & Nova Scotia, Canada
Director, Dick Hamel, commodor47@verizon.net
Asst. Director, Rick Newcomb, rnewcomb@comcast.net

north Central heartland ChaPter: N & S Dakota, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, & Manitoba, Canada
Director, Amy Chrisman, heyitsamy07@hotmail.com 

northWest ChaPter: Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
Montana; British Columbia & Alberta, Canada
Director, John Vinje, goldwingj1@yahoo.com
Assistant Director, Beth Lasley-Gilbertson,  
abcdgilmt@gmail.com 

Hartland ChaPter: Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, Texas
Director, Susan Samson, sgbrws13@gmail.com

West Coast ChaPter: California, Nevada, Arizona
Director, Ralph Sherer, RLsherer@sbcglobal.net

Message from the Trail-
Manor Factory 
15
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Post-Its from the President   — Larry Fennern

Post-Its from the President 

With this issue the TrailBlazers new 
year of 2023 begins with many rally 
event announcements, but as you 
also will see in this issue, planning 
has already begun for Jubilee 2024.  
The Jubilee Committee members – 
Carl Wisler, Director of the Charter 
Chapter, Ron Moore, our Club Vice 
President, Amy Chrisman, Director 
of the North Central Heartland 
Chapter, and Ralph Sherer, our Club 
Treasurer – have been busy this 
past Summer checking out potential 
sites and meeting regularly this 
Autumn in video conferences 
reporting on negotiations with the 
chosen campground and planning for Jubilee activities.  Be sure to see the announcement of the 
location and campground in this issue, as well as a brief summary of Jubilee activities under 
consideration. The campground will be ready to take reservations on January 2, 2023, and I urge all 
members interested in Jubilee 2024 to call in for campground reservations as early as possible to claim a 
site! It would be wonderful if we could fill all the sites that the campground is holding for us. 

Although 2022 is now in our past, I want to take a moment to thank all of you for making 2022 a success. 
Especially, I wish to thank several members who volunteered to fill needed positions at the local chapter 
levels. I want to thank Rick Hale and Jude Chauvette for hosting an Appalachian (APP) Chapter rally in 
Mt. Airy, NC, in April, and agreeing to be the APP Director and Assistant Director, respectively, following 
that rally. I want to thank John Vinje for volunteering to be the director of the Northwest Chapter (NWC) 
and hosting a rally in Chehalis, WA, in June, and also Beth Gilbertson for volunteering to help John as 
NWC Assistant Director.  I want to thank Amy Chrisman for volunteering as Director for the North 
Central Heartland (NCH) Chapter, and Kim Vappie for hosting the first revitalized NCH rally in Sioux Falls, 
SD, in July. I want to thank Gary and Anne Dale for volunteering to host an upcoming rally next June in 
Lebanon, OH, for the Central Northeast Chapter. 

And of course, I want to thank the Club National Officers who really make the TrailBlazers Club function 
properly: Vice President Ron Moore, Treasurer Ralph Sherer, Secretary Veronica Zieminski, Membership 
Coordinator Joni Page, Tidings Editor Val Sherer, Webmaster Rick Newcomb, and Auditor and Goodwill 
Ambassador Randy Samson.  Similar thanks for our Directors and Assistant Directors listed in this Tidings 
and serving the local Chapters for many years now, and others who are hosting rallies this coming year 
as listed in announcements on the following pages. Thanks, and Happy New Year camping to all! 

Notice: Be aware that scammers have been very busy lately impersonat-
ing me and other officers in our club. Although they use our names, please 
carefully check the actual email addresses against those in the Leadership 
Directory (Page 2). Unfortunately, some savvy scammers may even fake 
that – so please separately contact the officer before responding to suspi-
cious email.
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Rally Announcements & Reports
Please send all rally announcements to Val Sherer, Tidings Editor, valpub@yahoo.com  

(17 Angela Ave, San Anselmo CA 94960)
Please send Word files, with photo separate, not embedded.
To make your announcement complete, include the Chapter name, the name, address, phone and email address of the place 

where the rally will be held, the rally dates, the cost, the host or contact person, including the address, phone, and email if avail-
able. Also include any special instructions such as bringing gifts, potluck suppers, etc. You may include additional information 
but always include as much of the above as possible. Please keep your announcements to no more than a page. Folks who plan to 
attend a rally can request further details from the host.

Send copies of your emails to Rick Newcomb, rnewcomb@comcast.net so he can update the TrailBlazers Rally pages.
Check the TrailBlazers Rally pages at www.tmtrailblazers.org for any changes.

Rally Reports: If you send photos, please send the originals separately.  
Photos pasted into Word don’t work well and cause extra work.

Trails of the Past by Camper Gene

Some of the reasons that grandparents are blessed 
with grandchildren are to love them, brag about 
their accomplishments and take them camping. At 
different times, we have taken three out of four of 
our grandchildren camping. They are all twenty plus 
years old now. Each of them had at least one interest-
ing camping experience with us. 
Driving in Washington state, Jessica and I drove past 
this arena that we both rapidly repeated: “Tacoma 
Dome,” which sounded funny to us. Also, we have 
pictures of Jessica chokings our rubber chicken. 
We took Josh camping at a campground that had 
a miniature golf course. While there, he found an 
unusual rock. He asked the campground personnel 
if he could keep the rock. The rock turned out to be 
a fossil. Josh did research on this fossil and still has 
it to this day. In Josh’s words: “An acquaintance of 
mine happens to be an amateur geologist with finds 
archived at the University of Oregon. I asked him if 
he could identify my find and he immediately said it 
was part of some giant ancient mollusk’s shell.”
Jake is still going to school, working toward his doc-
torate degree in chemistry. And he just got married 
this last spring to Tessa, who is a nurse and a triplet. 
When he came to visit us, the second thing that came 
out of his mouth was “Aim for the Blue.” Can you 
guess what I had told him in the past what to do? I 
was referring to the blue water at the bottom of the 
toilet!
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Upcoming Rally Dates
Rally announcements are also posted on www.tmtrailblazers.org

North Central Heartland
Hill City SD

August 24-27, 2023
See page 22

Mile High TrailBlazers
See page 23

West Coast Chapter
Casa de Fruta

Hollister CA
April 20-24, 2023

See page 19

West Coast Chapter
Oceano/Pismo Beach

September 28-Oct 1 2023
See page 19

South Central Heartland 
Chapter

Fredericksburg TX
 Spring Rally April 20-22, 2023

see page 18

NorthWest Chapter
Colfax WA

June 2-4, 2023
See page 18

New England Pilgrim
Newport NH

June 9-11, 2023
See page 17

Charter Chapter
Benzonia MI

June 1-3, 2023
See page 20

Central Northeast 
Chapter

Lebanon OH
June 22-25, 2023

See page 21

*

* Jubilee 2024
Lake Leelanau MI
see pages 26-27

Charter Chapter
Mackinaw IL

September 14-17, 2023
 See page 17

Appalachian Chapter 
Waynesville NC

 April 27- May 1, 2023
See page 24

Dixie Chapter Spring Rally 
May 4-May 7, 2023

Alabama
see page 24

New England Pilgrim
Richmond NH

September 8-10, 2023
See page 25
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Greetings from the Club Auditor/Goodwill Ambassador

Susan and I packed our bags, hitched the TrailManor 
and hit the road in 2022. Our plans were to visit a 
new great-granddaughter and attend five Rallies 
hosted by five different Chapters. Rally timing was in 
our favor and being retired certainly helped to make 
it possible.
Our first stop was the Appalachian Chapter Spring 
Rally in Mt. Airy, NC (Mayberry, USA), hosted by 
Rick Hale and Jude Chauvette. After seeing our 
newest family member, great-granddaughter Ana 
Joy Hollingshaus; we crossed the Blue Ridge for our 
SCH Chapter Rally in Hannibal, MO, hosted by 
Susan Luckhurst and Pam Cline.
After a brief trip back home to rest and re-pack our 
gear, we were on the road again for the Summer 
Rallies. We traveled to Wisconsin for the Charter 
Chapter Rally in Boulder Junction, WI, hosted by 
Carl Wisler and David Stjern. Included in this Rally 
was a cruise of the Apostle Islands arranged by Larry 
Fennern and Joni Page.

Our next stop was Lake Itasca State Park in 
Minnesota, the headwaters of the Mighty Mississippi 
River. I spent my life on the banks of the Mississippi 
near Baton Rouge and seeing the headwaters some 
2500 miles upriver was on my to do list. Our fourth 
Rally was in Sioux Falls, SD, hosted by Kim Vappie 
and Amy Chrisman of North Central Heartland 
Chapter. This Rally included a tour and lunch at the 
new TrailManor factory and a surprise baby shower 
for our youngest TrailBlazer, one week old Madison 
Jane Chrisman.
Rally number five was held by the Dixie Chapter, 
in Tupelo, MS, at the Natchez Trace State Park. The 
scheduled hosts, Bob and Cathy Bennett were not 
able to attend. Ed & Karen Dugo of Dixie Chapter 
took the reins and filled in as host. We were blessed 
with good weather and good food.
 Happy New Year and Happy Camping

Club Auditor, Randy Samson

details on Pages 26-27
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The 2022 New England Fall Foliage Tour started on 
Wednesday, September 23, when 13 units arrived 
at Timberland Acres RV Park, Trenton, ME, near 
Acadia National Park. That evening we gathered in 
the pavilion and enjoyed hot apple cider and cider 
donuts. Each unit received a notebook with the itin-
erary and other information for our 17-day journey 
through New England. Our first day, we visited 
Acadia National Park Visitor’s Center, then went for 
a very soggy mile hike on the Jessup and Hemlock 
paths. This was the only heavy daytime rain we ex-
perience during our journey. So, it would seem that 
this soaking was an early sacrifice to the rain gods for 
future good weather for the rest of the trip. For sup-
per, we dined on lobster and seafood at Beal’s Lobster 
Pier. Friday morning, we drove to Thunder Hole in 
Acadia and hiked a portion of the Ocean Path. A few 
hiked to Otter Cliffs. Later that afternoon we hiked 
to Bar Island. Bar Island is only accessible for 1½ 
hours before and after low tide via a natural gravel 
land bridge. We crossed the land bridge and hiked to 
a high observation point which gave us a view of Bar 
Harbor and the nearby mountains. Saturday morn-
ing, we visited Bass Harbor Lighthouse followed by 
a very scenic hike on Ship Harbor Trail. In the after-
noon we enjoyed a 1-hour scenic ride on the carriage 
trails in Acadia which were built by the Rockefellers. 
During free time many explored downtown Bar 
Harbor or a made a reservation to drive to the top of 
Cadillac Mountain.
On Sunday, September 25, we began our journey to 
Terrace Pines Campground in Ossipee, NH which 

is part of the Lakes Region of NH. Once we arrived 
at the campground, we set up our campers and en-
joyed the beauty of lakeside camping. That evening 
we dined at the Pizza Barn Restaurant and enjoyed 
great pizza in a rustic 1800s barn. On Monday we 
went to Squam Lakes Natural Science Center. We 
visited the animal exhibits in the morning and en-
joyed a cruise in the afternoon on Squam Lake. With 
the binoculars provided we were able to scope out 
many loons and a bald eagle. The movie “On Golden 
Pond” was filmed on Squam Lake. The next day with 
picnic lunches packed, we began our scenic drive. 
We visited Chocorua Lake to view Mt. Chocorua, 
Sabbaday Falls, Rocky Gorge, the Lower Falls, the 
Albany Covered Bridge and Cathedral Ledge. On 
the last day, our group hiked or biked the Bridge 
Falls Path and Cotton Valley Rail Trail in Wolfeboro, 
which is “The Oldest Summer Resort in America.” 
Those who biked the trail did so with E-Bikes and 
wished to be referred to as the TrailBlazers E-Bike 
division. After getting our fill of exercise we enjoyed 
ice cream at Bailey’s Bubble. One evening during 
our stay Paulette Bowen guided us in creating sweet 
treats cooked in pie irons over the campfire. 
On Thursday, September 29, we continued our jour-
ney to Abel Mountain Campground in Braintree, 
VT. During the trip to the campground the foli-
age color became more prominent with near 60% 
peak color. The next day we visited the Shelburne 
Museum with 38 exhibition buildings of art, history 
and Americana on 45 acres near Lake Champlain. 
We spent the whole day visiting the many buildings 

Trip Report
Sept. 21-Oct 7, 2022

By Rick Newcomb

(continued on page 8)
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and exhibits. On Saturday we crossed the Quechee 
Gorge bridge and hiked to the base of the gorge on 
the Ottauguechee River. After the hike, we visit-
ed Sugarbush Farm famous for its excellent waxed 
cheese and maple syrup made on the farm. Sunday 
afternoon, our group visited Silloway Maple Farm. 
We enjoyed a sweet tour of the Maple Sugarhouse 
and learned about the process for making maple syr-
up. We also enjoyed a hayride and Maple Creamees. 
Creamee is a Vermont term for a soft-serve ice 
cream. After the farm visit, our group traveled to the 
Brookfield Floating Bridge which carries Vermont 
Route 65 across Sunset Lake. It is the only floating 
bridge east of the Mississippi. Sunday evening, we 
celebrated three birthdays, Holly Givens, Dawayne 
Bowen and Doug Swanson with cake around the 
campfire. This was a great way to celebrate our last 
night in Vermont.
On Monday, October 3, we departed Abel Mountain 
Campground for our next destination, Moose 
Hillock Campground in Warren, NH. On Tuesday 
morning the group headed to the Flume Gorge in 
Franconia Notch State Park. The drive to the gorge 
provided spectacular fall foliage color which was 
near peak. That afternoon the group rode the gon-
dola to the top of Loon Mountain. The next day with 
picnic lunches packed, we began our scenic drive in 
the White Mountain National Forest and Crawford 
Notch State Park. We visited the scenic view at the 
Mount Washington Hotel, Crawford Station Depot, 
Saco Lake, Flume Cascade, Silver Cascade and 
Wiley House Historic site. On our return trip to the 
campground, we stopped at some scenic overlooks 
on Bear Notch Road and the Kancamagus Highway. 
Thursday morning, we hiked the Lincoln Woods Trail 

and enjoyed the river and mountain scenery at the 
trailhead. After the hike we dined at Polly’s Pancake 
Parlor. Late Thursday afternoon, we gathered around 
the campfire and reminisced about our 17-day jour-
ney. Our group had really bonded during our jour-
ney. Paulette Bowen thought our group should have 
a name. She suggested the Appleknockers, which was 
the name of the local country store on our last stop. 
The group adopted this name. An Appleknocker is 
a farmer laborer, especial a fruit picker. Although 
we did not pick fruit, we did knock around New 
England in search of beautiful fall foliage. By Friday 
the last of the TrailBlazers had departed for the jour-
ney home. We had TrailBlazer members from the 
following states: California, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Indiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee, 
and Wisconsin.
A special thanks to Doug Swanson, Dawayne Bowen 
and Dale Maul who ensured our campfires got start-
ed and continued to burn through the whole trip. 

“All you need is the plan, the road map, and 
the courage to press on to your destination”  

–Earl Nightingale.
This quote was on the back of the notebook with the 
itinerary and other information that guided each 
unit through our New England journey. We defi-
nitely had the courage to press on to our destinations 
and were rewarded by spectacular fall foliage color.
A special thanks to Carl Wisler for being the official 
photographers for the trip. 
I am considering another Fall Foliage Tour in 2025. I 
need to search for some new campgrounds first.

New England Fall Foliage Trip (continued from page 7)

Below are links to additional photos and short video clips of the trip. 
Acadia ME:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/j1vWFrqbCrwCtW5SA
Lakes Region NH: https://photos.app.goo.gl/9JewCueaHXH8tFmq7
Central VT: https://photos.app.goo.gl/FG5vcZ9NM176ZSSy7
White Mtns NH: https://photos.app.goo.gl/vwLKJxm5dKBLkEZy9



January 2023 The Tidings Page 9  TrailManor™ TrailBlazers

New England Fall Foliage Trip
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New England Fall Foliage Trip
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New England Pilgrim Chapter’s 2022 Summer Rally

By Rick Newcomb
On Thursday, August 18th, many units start-

ed arriving at Oak Haven Family Campground 
in Wales, MA. Friday morning Mark Sherwood 
discovered our originally planned ice cream 
place was opening much later in the day due to 
COVID staffing issues. He recommended we try 
Westview Farms Creamery which had great ice 
cream with an awesome view of the surround-
ing countryside. By Friday evening all ten units 
had arrived at the campground. Because of 
the drought in Massachusetts, campfires were 
banned. Jeri Hamel used her artistic talent and 
created a warm and inviting simulated camp-
fire out of flashlights, LED lanterns, kindling 
and other material. We all happily gathered 
around this simulated campfire. By the end of 
the weeknd, Jeri even added flickering to our 
simulated campfire.

Saturday morning, in order to work off the 
ice cream from the day before and to prepare 
for the evening potluck supper, we headed off 
to the Grand Trunk Rail Trail to burn some 
calories. The bikers and hikers each started at 
different points on the rail trail but we all met 
on the bank of the Quinebaug River for a group 
photo. You have to love it when a plan comes to 
together. After the morning workout, everyone 
was ready to sample the many culinary cre-
ations of our potluck supper. After supper, Dick 
Hamel conducted the business meeting when 
the group gathered around the campfire. He 
warmed things up with his traditional jokes and 
humor. This was good since not much warmth 
was coming from the simulated campfire. The 
group discussed the rally locations for next year.

Sunday morning, everyone gathered at 
Rick Newcomb’s site for coffee and breakfast 
pastries. Since the rally was in Wales, it only 
seemed appropriate to have homemade Welsh 
cakes prepared by Rick. After breakfast, a few 
members closed up their TrailManors and said 
their good-byes. Most members extended their 
stay until Monday. The group is looking forward 
to the Spring rally.
Link to additional photos of the rally:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/KHoBNERmHRXHbBc88 

“Happiness is the only thing that multiplies when you 
share it.” - Albert Schweitzer

Rally Reports
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New England Pilgrim Chapter’s 2022 Summer Rally
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West Coast Chapter Autumn Rally 2022 
September 15-18, Lemon Cove, California / Sequoia National Park

The West Coast Chapter Autumn Rally was 
held on September 15-18 at the Lemon Cove 
Village RV Park, located in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills approximately 25 miles from the 
entrance to Sequoia National Park. A total of 
eleven TrailBlazers joined the rally, with four 
TrailManors set up at the campground plus 
two couples from nearby locations who joined 
evening gatherings.

Friday included a group visit to Sequoia 
National Park with a stop at the Giant Forest 
Museum and a walk to view the General 
Sherman tree, the world’s largest tree measured 
by volume, standing 275 feet tall and over 36 
feet in diameter at its base. We enjoyed lunch at 
a park picnic site, followed by a stop on the way 
back to the campground at Reimer’s Candies 
and Gifts in the community of Three Rivers.

Saturday included a tour of the Kingsburg 
Historical Park guided by two members of the 
Kingsburg Historical Society. The City was 
originally established in 1873 as a railroad stop, 
during which time many Swedish immigrants 
settled in the area causing the community to be 
known as “Little Sweden”. The Swedish influ-
ence is still evident in Kingsburg, most notably 
with its water tower shaped like an antique 
Swedish coffee pot!
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West Coast Chapter Autumn Rally 2022, Lemon Cove CA
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Dixie Chapter Fall Rally in Belden, Mississippi Oct 14-16, 2022

Fall was in the air as members from four TrailBlazer 
Chapters started arriving at Trace State park in 
Belden, Mississippi for the Dixie Chapter Fall 2022 
Rally. Members attended from Dixie, Appalachian, 
New England Pilgrim, and South Central heartland 
Chapters. Scheduled activities were to be Dinner at 
a local restaurant on Friday evening, followed by a 
campfire, a pot luck dinner on Saturday evening, 
followed by a campfire and Breakfast on Sunday 
morning so everyone could say “goodbye until the 
next time.” 

After several attempts to find a restaurant that could 
accommodate our group, we scrapped that idea 
and Randy Samson stepped in to cook a fabulous 
Louisiana style Jambylaya for the group. Luckily 
there was some left over for the Pot Luck on Saturday.
 Sunday morning, Ed & Joan Ruch showed us how 
to make a tasty 2 egg omelet, with onions, peppers, 
mushrooms and cheese in a freezer bag. Thank you 
Ed & Joan for all your work and supplying the cook-
ing equipment. Belden, Ms is near Tupelo where the 
Elvis Presley Birthplace & Museum is located. Many 
of our attendees visited the site. Camp fires were 
limited as there was a burn ban in place, but luckily, 
one of our Dixie members had an enclosed fireplace 
that was Ranger approved, allowing us to have the 
campfires on Friday and Saturday nights.
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Appalachian Chapter Fall Rally 2022 

The Trailblazers Appalachian Chapter held its Fall 2022 rally at Pioneer 
Campground in Fort Chiswell, VA from September 23rd to the 26th.  Six 
parties attended and had a great time.  Three of the attending units were 
new people to the Trailmanor family.  Although most of the folks had never 

met, stories of Trailmanor adventures ßew freely, along 
with tips and tricks to make camping more fun.


At the Friday night campÞre, we discussed many of the options for people 
to tour the area.  Lots of scenic drives, apple orchards, and even Dr. 
Pepper’s grave!  You never know what lies in the small towns in southwest 
Virginia.


On Saturday morning, most of the attendees drove to the 
Big Walker Mountain Lookout.  This historic tower provided distant views of 
both Virginia and West Virginia.  Only the bravest of the party climbed the 
metal tower which actually was swaying a bit in the wind.  Everyone else 
enjoyed views, ice cream and browsing the country store.  


The Saturday night potluck featured a variety of 
delicious shared dishes.  At the business meeting, there 
was considerable discussion of places for future rallies.  
A few of the new folks were even willing to host some of the upcoming 
rallies!  We loved shared leadership in the Appalachian Chapter.


Finally, on Sunday morning we had coffee and pastries together with more 
fellowship and shared storied.  We all look forward to the next meeting and renewe friendships.




 

 

Appalachia 2022 Fall Rally

WARNING ABOUT EMAIL SCAMS  
CIRCULATING AMONG THE TRAILBLAZERS CLUB

Some club members have been receiving emails 
from scammers faking identity as a club officer, 

and asking the member to help the officer make a 
charitable donation on behalf of the club, supposedly 
because the officer is traveling without phone access 
and promises to reimburse the member later. The club 
does not use funds for the various charitable causes 

mentioned in these scams; funds are only used for 
membership activities and benefits. 

IF YOU RECEIVE A SUSPICIOUS EMAIL 
SUPPOSEDLY FROM A CLUB OFFICER 
REQUESTING MONEY OR GIFT CARDS, 
PLEASE DELETE IT OR CALL THE OFFICER 
BEFORE RESPONDING. 
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Upcoming Rallies

New England Pilgrim Chapter Spring Rally, June 9-11, 2023, Newport, NH

Please come and join us for camping in cen-
tral New Hampshire. The New England Pilgrim 
Chapter Spring Rally will be held June 9-11, 
2023, at 
Northstar Campground
43 Coon Brook RoadNewport, NH.
website: http://northstarcampground.com 
phone: (603) 863-4001

The 2022 rate, which includes two adults, is 
$39.00 per night for full hookups and $37.00 per 
night for water and electric hookups. The camp-
ground has blocked-off four full hook-up sites 5, 
20, 21 and 22, and eight water and electric sites 
I, J, JJ, and JJJ in the group area. Each water and 
electric site can accommodate two units with 
a dedicated electric connection for each unit 
but a shared water connection using a splitter. 
If you have a splitter for the water connection, 
please bring it. Some members will be arriving 
on Thursday and extending to Monday. Please 
feel free to extend your reservation.

Make your reservation by calling Northstar 
Campground directly. Be sure to tell them you 
are with the TrailManor TrailBlazers Rally 

hosted by Rick Newcomb. The deadline is 
March 31, 2023. The campground will release 
the blocked-off sites for our group after that 
date. After the deadline, reservations may be 
made if the campground has sites available. If 
you want a full hook-up, you should make your 
reservation as soon as possible because of the 
limited number of full hook-ups available to 
our group.

Our traditional potluck dinner is scheduled 
for Saturday evening. The time will be deter-
mined based on the availability of the pavilion.

On Sunday afternoon, June 11, Rick is looking 
into organizing a cruise on Lake Sunapee, with 
Sunapee Cruises, which is approx. 20 minutes 
from the campground by, https://sunapeecruis-
es.com/. More details will be in the May Tidings.

For information about the rally, contact Rick 
Newcomb. If you do not have a TrailBlazers 
nametag, please email Rick Newcomb with 
the names for the nametags. He will have your 
nametags ready for you at the rally.

Rick Newcomb email address: 
rnewcomb@comcast.net

Charter Chapter Fall Rally , September 14-17, 2023, Mackinaw IL 

Kentuckiana Kampground
27585 Kentuckiana Road
Mackinaw, Illinois 61755, (309) 449-3274 
For reservations:  Can be made in May 
Contact Tina 
$36.00/ night with full-hookups 
Send activity fee ($10.00 per Person) to Karen 
Decker, PO Box 201 Mossville, IL 61552- Please 
also provide a contact cell phone number, address, 
Arrival and departure dates and Campsite assigned 
by campground.

ATTRACTIONS 
• Morton Pumpkin Festival 

• Mackinaw Valley Vineyard 

• Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum - 
Springfield, IL 

• Presidential Reagan Museum- Eureka, IL 

• For bike riders there is a trail in Morton

• Has lakes for fishing and feature country music on 
Saturday night
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South Central Heartland Chapter, Spring Rally April 20-22, 2023

IT'S RALLY TIME IN TEXAS!
The Vineyards RV Park
 2647 N US Hwy 87 
Fredericksburg TX 78624

Don & Cheryl Steaples, with the South Central 
Heartland Trailblazers, extend an invitation to at-
tend our Spring Rally April 20-21-22, 2023 (Thurs, 
Fri. & Sat nights). 15 sites are being held for us 
at The Vineyards RV Park, 2647 N US Hwy 87 in 
Fredericksburg TX 78624. The reservation deadline 
is 3/20/2023. Their phone number is 830-992-1237, 
and our contact at the campground is Courtney. 
Their website is www.thevineyardsrvpark.com. 
Make your reservation early and be sure to tell them 
you're with the TrailBlazers. Regular rates are $55 for 
pull-through and $50 for back-in. With 10 units or 
more the rate will be $45 per night with full hook-
ups. There are cabins available if you would prefer. 
There is a pool, laundry, and wifi, and each site has a 
table and firepit. There is also an off-leash dog park 
with a dog wash.
There is so much to see and do in Fredericksburg! 
Just a few suggestions:

• You can visit the National Museum of the Pacific 
War (aka The Admiral Nimitz Museum) and The 
Japanese Peace Garden 

• Lady Bird Johnson State Park and golf course are in 
Fredericksburg

• LBJ State Park and ranch, located in Stonewall, is a 
short drive away, as is

• Enchanted Rock State Park 
• It’s about 15 minutes to Luckenbach
• For Magnolia Network fans, it’s about 3 hours to 

Waco
• Numerous beer gardens and breweries
• There are 97 vineyards where you can taste the local 

wines
• and, of course, there’s shopping!
For Thursday night's meet and greet our very 
own Randy Samson will cook his authentic Cajun 
Gumbo (chicken and andouille sausage) for us at 
the pavilion. Coffee will be available each morning 
at the pavilion, and Sunday there will be a farewell 
continental breakfast, also at the pavilion. On Friday 
night bring your own dinner and swap recipes. For 
Saturday, we’ll have a group dinner in town at the 
Rathskeller, which features local German foods in 
addition to the standard restaurant fare. Dinner will 
be dutch.
Fredericksburg is in the Texas hill country, and is a 
very popular place for vacationers, especially when 
the Bluebonnets and Indian paintbrush are in bloom. 
The sooner you make your reservations, the better.
Contact Don or Cheryl Steaples at (512)796-8082. 
 Email cherylsteaples@gmail.com.
 Please send $10 per person to: 
Cheryl Steaples, 651 Co Rd 423, Taylor TX 76574
Make checks payable to Cheryl Steaples.
See you there!

NorthWest Chapter Spring Rally 2023, June 2-4, Colfax WA

Not yet finalized. Check the website for further information. 
Beth Gilbertson, Assistant Director
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West Coast Chapter, 2023 Spring Rally, April 20-24, Hollister, California

We have reserved 11 spaces for our Spring Rally 
at Casa de Fruta RV Orchard Resort in Hollister, 
California. The date of the rally is April 20, 2023, to 
April 24, 2023. Our cost per night is estimated to be 
$45.00 for one or two persons. If we have less than 
10 units, the cost could be greater, but we would be 
entitled to the Good Sams 5% discount.

This is a central location with plenty to do at 
Casa de Fruta or other locations to visit near by. 
Casa de Fruta has a restaurant that we enjoy, a wine/
deli store, an ice cream/bakery shop, a fruit stand, 
and the gas station has tri-tip sandwiches and fresh 
large burritos made to order. They also have a car-
ousel and a small train to ride around the area.

As Wagonmaster, I would need to collect the 
camp fees and pay the campground our fees for the 
weekend. If you are planning to go to this Rally, 
please mark your calendar and send me a check 
eight weeks ahead of time for $45 for the first night 
camping. The check is to be made out to Ralph 
Sherer. My address is 17 Angela Ave, San Anselmo, 
CA 94960-1316. 

The address is Casa de Fruta Orchard Resort, 
10031 Pacheco Pass Highway, Hollister, CA 95023. 
Each unit must stop at RV Resort Office to register.

West Coast Chapter, 2023 Autumn Rally, Sept 28 – Oct 1, Oceano/Pismo Beach

Pismo Sands RV Park
Oceano CA (near Pismo Beach)
800-404-7004 (ask for Vivian)
The West Coast Chapter Autumn Rally will be held 
September 28 – October 1 at Pismo Sands RV Park 
(https://pismosandsrv.com/) in Oceano CA, five 
miles south of the Pismo Beach downtown wharf 
where there is a wonderful board walk to take a 
stroll. We held a rally at Pismo Sands RV Park in 
Autumn of 2019 and found the park gated, spacious 
and beautifully manicured. As in 2019, we will plan 
to dine Friday evening at a restaurant, and enjoy a 
pot luck dinner on Saturday evening. 
The campground nightly charge is $73.91 per night 
less 10% if you are a Good Sam member. If 10 camp-
ing units sign up, the nightly cost will be reduced 
to $42 (Note: no additional discounts will apply at 
this discounted price). For those bringing pets, there 
is an additional fee of $5 per night with a limit of 2 
pets per unit. Full payment for the stay is required 
at time of making a reservation; cancellation must 
be submitted 10 days prior to the camping date for a 
refund less a $10 fee. Members may come a day early 
or stay a day late.

Twelve sites will be held for reservations between 
mid-January through mid-February. Members will 
be encouraged to make reservations during that hold 
period. The park will release unclaimed sites when 
the hold period expires, but members who haven’t 
made a reservation during the hold period can still 
call in to make a reservation on a space available 
basis. (Note: because of high demand, many camp-
grounds have limited the time to hold sites in 2023. 
Early reservations are recommended.)
Please inform Larry Fennern (LEFennern@gmail.
com; Tele: 408-227-9468) if you plan to join this ral-
ly. Reservations should be made directly with Pismo 
Sands RV Park (Telephone 800-404-7004 and ask 
for Vivian who will manage sites for the TrailBlazers 
Club.)

Editor note: We’ve enjoyed this location twice 
in the past. Those of us who have stayed on Sunday 
night have enjoyed the Great American Melodrama. 
The production for our 2023 weekend is “Mummy 
Dearest,” americanmelodrama.com. This is always 
a totally silly and fun evening. We usually get food 
there before the show. 
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Charter Chapter Spring Rally, June 1-3, 2023, Benzonia MI
Come join the Charter Chapter for a weekend of fun in beautiful Northwest Lower Michigan, 
hosted by Pam and Kevin Bell.

Timberline Campground
2788 Benzie Hwy.
Benzonia, Michigan 49616, (231) 882-9548
https://roadville.com/timberline/

Timberline Campground has a number of ameni-
ties, including 2 swimming pools, a horseshoe pit, 
and volleyball and basketball courts, The park has 
2 bathhouses with hot showers, laundry facilities, 
a dump station, a fish cleaning station, and a small 
camp store with propane and firewood available. 
The campground is located in a beautiful area of 
Michigan. Many opportunities for adventure are 
nearby including:

• Sleeping Bear Dunes – 22 miles (approx.. 30 minutes)

• Betsie Point Lighthouse – 12 miles (approx.. 20 minutes)

• Traverse City – 30 miles (approx.. 45 minutes)

• Beautiful sand beaches on Lake Michigan and Crystal 
Lake, both within 15 minutes

• Canoeing and kayaking on the Betsie River

• Hiking and biking trails close by, including the 22-mile 
long Betsie Valley Trail

• Excellent fishing on many local lakes and rivers

• Numerous charming small towns nearby offering small 
shops, restaurants and wineries

• Unlimited free awe-inspiring sunsets over nearby Lake 
Michigan

The campground is holding 15 sites until November 
30, 2022 under Pam Bell/Trailblazers. If you will be 
joining us, call the campground and let them know 
you want to make a reservation for a site held un-
der the Pam Bell/Trailblazers name. Reservations 
made before Nov. 30 will be at 2022 rates of $54/
night for Sunday-Thursday and $85/night for Friday 
and Saturday. This comes out to $224 for those ar-
riving on Thursday and departing on Sunday. After 
November 30, the campsites may be available, but 
will be charged at 2023 rates, which have not yet 
been determined.

In order to reserve 15 sites, the park put us in the 
area normally used by larger RV’s. All sites are 50 
amp, but do have 30 amp plugs and breakers, so no 
adapter will be required. They are all full hook-up, 
and are generous size. All have a picnic table and fire 
pit. If you prefer a different site than those reserved, 
they do have some sites available in the 30 amp area. 
Please contact the park directly for information on 
those sites.
For those choosing not to camp, there are many 
motels, hotels, and cabins located nearby. Search the 
internet for lodging in Benzonia or Frankfort.
When reserving the site, you will need to provide 
the following information: Name, Address, Phone 
#, email address, arrival and departure dates, trailer 
length and the number of slide-outs. The park also 
requires a 50% deposit when you make your reser-
vation, with the balance due before the end of May, 
2023. The sites being held for us are 245-249, 263-267, 
and 282-286. I suggest you go to their website and 
select your site before you call.
If you are attending, please send $10/person activity 
fee to: 

Pam Bell
10524 Oakforest Drive
South Lyon, MI 48178

Please also provide the names of those attending, a 
cell phone number, your address, arrival and depar-
ture dates, and your campsite number.
We will be in contact with those attending with more 
information on group activities and pot luck dinner 
as details become available.
I hope you are able to join us! If you have any ques-
tions, please text or call me at 248-245-0700, or email 
me at pdbell2010@gmail.com

Pam Bell



January 2023 The Tidings Page 21  TrailManor™ TrailBlazers

Central Northeast Chapter Rally, June 22-25, 2023

June 22-25, 2023 - Join the Central Northeast Chapter for 4 nights of fun at:

Lebanon/Cincinnati NE KOA
760 Franklin Rd, Lebanon OH 45036
513-932-7717 
koa.com/campgrounds/cincinnati/ facebook.
com/LebanonLebanonCincinnatiKOA/

Reservations: call the campground and in-
dicate you are with the TrailBlazer Central 
Northeast Chapter Rally that is under your hosts’ 
names, Anne and Gary Dale. Please inform 
your hosts when you’ve made your reservations: 
milkshakead@sbcglobal.net, g.dale@sbcglobal.net 
Your hosts will be onsite for 4 nights, arriving on 
Thursday 22 Jun and checking out on Mon 26 Jun.
The campground is close to Lebanon, a small town 
with a charming, pedestrian-friendly downtown. A 
few examples of nearby points of interest (drive time/
distance in miles):

• LM&M Railroad - historic train rides departing from 
downtown Lebanon

• Canoeing on the scenic Little Miami River (11 min / 7 mi)

• Caesar's Creek State Park (20 min / 13 mi) with its large 
lake, boating, trails, and easy access to Little

• Miami River Scenic Trail (78 miles of hiking and biking)

• Fort Ancient Nature Preserve and Earthworks (16 min / 
9 mi) - North America's largest ancient hilltop enclosure 
built by native Americans 2000 years ago

• Kings Island Amusement Park (17 min / 9 mi) - 364-acre 
amusement and water park

• Shopping at Cincinnati Premium Outlets, Trader’s World 
Flea Market, Treasure Isle’s Flea Market - all close to each 
other (18 min / 8 mi). Also, Destination Outlet (36 mi / 37 
min)

• National Museum of the U.S. Air Force (37 min / 33 mi); 
the world's largest military aviation museum with 350 
aerospace vehicles and missiles in 19 acres of indoor 
exhibit

• Numerous sites near Dayton (34 min / 27 mi) associated 
with the Wright Brothers, native

• Daytonians - Huffman Prairie, where they perfected their 
airplane in 1904-1905, the world’s first practical airplane - 
the 1905 Wright Flyer, their Hawthorne Hill mansion, their 
bicycle shops, visitor centers, memorials, and more.

• Sports. Cincinnati Reds Major League Baseball (35 min / 32 
mi), Dayton Dragons minor league baseball team (34 min 
/ 27 mi)

• National Underground Railroad Freedom Center in 
Cincinnati (35 min / 32 mi)

• Cincinnati (35 min / 32 mi), Dayton (34 min / 27 mi), 
Columbus (1:30 hr / 90 mi)

• Information on many more local sites and attractions will 
be provided to those who sign up.

Thursday June 22 BBQ and fried chicken potluck at 
the shelter. Hosts will provide pulled pork and fried 
chicken. Group may contribute sides such as baked 
beans, coleslaw, mac and cheese or dessert.
Friday June 23 Group dinner in private dining 
room at the Golden Lamb Restaurant and Inn, 
Ohio's longest continually operating business (1803). 
Throughout its history it has hosted, entertained 
and provided lodging for many notable guests, in-
cluding 12 U.S. presidents; American legends Neil 
Armstrong and Annie Oakley; literary greats such as 
Charles Dickens, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Samuel 
Clemens. Cost: approximately $35 per person plus 
gratuity and tax (depending on exact number of 
participants).
Saturday June 24 Cruise the Ohio River near 
Cincinnati on B&B Riverboats https://bbriverboats.
com/, (34 mi / 47 min from campground). The 
Captain’s Lunch Cruise boards at 11:00 am and sails 
12:00 - 2:00 pm. Cost: $46 per person (includes all 
taxes, fees, and charges). After the cruise, experi-
ence Cincinnati area attractions such as Newport 
Aquarium, National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center, Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical 
Gardens (second oldest zoo in the US).

HOSTS
Anne and Gary Dale
milkshakead@sbcglobal.net, g.dale@sbcglobal.net
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North Central Heartland Rally, HIll City SD, August 24-27, 2023

North Central Heartland Rally
August 24 - 27, 2023
Horse Thief Campground and Resort
Hill City, SD

It’s time to make your reservations for our 
summer rally in the Black Hills of South Dakota. 
Amy and Wes Chrisman invite the TrailBlazers 
to our Summer Rally August 24 – 27, 2023 
(Thursday – Sunday). Dates for individuals 
may be extended. BOOK EARLY to ensure you 
reserve a site near the group. The campground 
is holding 17 sites for the TrailBlazers until 
January 2, 2023. Sites will be $57 per night (plus 
tax) and include pull-through sites and a few 
back-in sites. After January 2, 2023, sites will 
remain open and reservations can continue to 
be made. When making your reservation please 
ensure to advise you are with the TrailBlazers 
(under Amy Chrisman). The phone number to 
make a reservation is: 605-574-2668. Their web-
site is: www.horsethief.com

The campground offers a pool, playground, 
basketball court, horseshoe area, fire rings and 
tables at each site, ice and firewood available for 
purchase, wireless internet access, store with 
gifts and snacks, coin operated laundry facility, 
and a ceramic tile bathhouse. The campground 
also offers sleeping cabins and the pavilion 
with gas grills and electric outlets. Horse Thief 
Campground and Resort is located 5.6 miles 
from the 1880 Train Depot in Hill City, 4 miles 
from Sylvan Lake located in Custer State Park, 
and 12 miles from Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial. There is so much to do and see in 
the Hill City area of the Black Hills to include 
breweries, wineries, shopping, dining, fishing, 
biking the Mickelson Trail, and hiking.

More details regarding the itinerary will be 
included to those who book and attend this 
Rally. A highlight of the itinerary includes the 
following:

• Meet and greet with snacks
• Picnic and Hike around Sylvan Lake
• Ride the 1880 Train from Hill City, SD to 

Keystone, SD (roundtrip) and witness an old 
west shootout

• Potluck dinner
• Mount Rushmore visit and group photo
After booking your reservation please pro-

vide the following to Amy Chrisman via email 
heyitsamy07@hotmail.com with subject title 
“Hill City Rally”:

• Number and name(s) of individual(s) 
attending in your group

• Site number
• Length of stay

Please send an activity fee of $10 per person 
payable to 

Amy Chrisman
21102 Old Coach Road, Elkhorn, NE 68022
Phone for Amy Chrisman: 951-756-5395
We hope to see you there in August!
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Mile High TrailBlazers 2023

Mile High Trailblazers 
 2023 Rallies 

If you are not a current member of the MHTB Chapter and plan to attend 
one of our rallies, please contact Tom Shaw (Rally Chairman) at 
trshaw28@gmail.com.  He will gladly answer any of your questions and 
notify the rally host to expect you. 

 

Date Reserve 
Date 

Park Host Elevation 

June 9-11 ASAP Snowy Peaks RV 
Buena Vista, CO 
https://www.snowypeaksrvpark.com/ 
124* 

Burkarts 7965’ 

July 7-9 ASAP Elk Creek CG 
Grand Lake, CO  
https://koa.com/campgrounds/grand-lake/ 
102* 

Shaws 8500’ 

Aug. 11-13 Feb. 11 Mueller State Park 
Grouse Mtn. CG 

Divide, CO 
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Muel
ler/Pages/default.aspx 
97* 

Maelzers/
Martins 

9000’ 

Sept. 8-10 ASAP Golden Eagle RV  
Eagle’s Nest, NM 
https://www.goldeneaglerv.com/  
284* 

Bougeants 
& 
Maxwells 

8300’ 

Oct. 13-15 Apr. 12 Trinidad Lake State Park 
Carpios Ridge CG 
Trinidad, CO 
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/TrinidadL
ake 203* 

Luckow 
& 
Thimmig 

6300’ 

      *Distance from Capitol Hill Denver 
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Appalachian Chapter Spring Rally April 27-May1, 2023, Waynesville NC

Hello Everyone! Hope everyone is doing well and 
staying healthy. I have booked our Spring Rally 
Campground. The dates for the rally are April 27, 
2023, through May 1, 2023, or any of the dates with-
in this range. The destination is Creekwood Farm 
RV Park, 4696 Jonathan Creek Road, Waynesville 
NC 28785. Their phone number is 828 926 7977. The 
rate is $55 per night with full hookups including 
cable TV and free WiFi, they require one night non 
refundable deposit when booking your site.
They have reserved 12 sites for us. When making you 
reservation, be sure to CALL them (do NOT reserve 
online) and tell them you are with the Appalachian 
Trailmanor Club. The 12 sites will be held until 
February 27,2023. We have sites 21 through 32; Jude 
and I will be in site 25. After 2/27/23 you can still 
make reservations but may not be able to be with our 
group.

This area is very close to many attractions. It is only 
45 minutes to Ashville NC, 45 minutes to Great 
Smoky Mountain National Park, About 1 1/2 hours 
to Pigeon Forge, TN, home of Dollywood, 1 hr and 
15 minutes to Gatlinburg TN, just a few minutes 
to other nice little towns and just a few minutes to 
Lake Junaluska. The Blue Ridge Parkway, Wheels 
Through Time Museum, Maggie Valley, Shelton 
House Museum and many more attractions are also 
nearby. There is a Rec Hall that they have reserved 
for our Saturday night Pot Luck Dinner.
If you have any questions feel free to get ahold of me 
Rick at haleriju@gmail.com or Jude at judeman@
comcast.net or call the campground. Thanks hope to 
see everyone at the Appalachian Trailmanor Spring 
Rally!

Dixie Chapter Spring Rally May 4-May 7, 2023, Alabama

The Dixie Chapter will hold their Spring Rally May 4 
to the morning of May 7 at Gunter Hill Campground 
in Alabama. Some of you may remember this park 
from our Fall 2019 rally before Covid hit. It has been 
remodeled with upgraded concrete level slabs and 
new restrooms and showers. We (the Newman’s) are 
scheduled to arrive on May 3 and leave on May 8 and 
will be on Catoma Loop site #50. The Antioch Loop 
is currently being upgraded so the Catoma loop is 
the only one open. These are sites 1 thru 75.
This is a popular park so make plans to get those 
reservations in early through recreation.gov. as sites 
cannot be held for us. COE takes several kinds of 
interagency pass discounts. 

The Golden Age and America the Beautiful make 
this average about $15 per night. The park is located 
at 561 Booth Rd., Montgomery, AL 36108. You can 
go online and struggle with recreation.gov as I did 
or call 1-877-444-6777. The park’s office # is 334-269-
1053 for information. The office does not handle res-
ervations. It’s early in the year so plans have not been 
solidified yet for night out and potluck. We will keep 
in touch by email and will place them in the April 
issue of The Tidings. Once you reserve your spot, 
please contact Christine Newman at pollytech42@
yahoo.com or text me at 813-404-2793. Hope to see 
many of you there!
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New England Pilgrim Chapter 

Fall Rally  
Shir-Roy Camping Area 

Richmond, NH 
Sep 8-10, 2023 

 
 
Come and join the New England Pilgrim Chapter for the fall rally at Shir-Roy Camping Area, 136 Athol 
Road, Richmond, NH 03470 
 
Website:  https://shir-roy.com/     phone: (603) 239-4768 
 
The campground has blocked off 14 full hookup sites in the rally field. Water & electric sites are also 
available. The 2023 discount rates for our group are $47.00 per night for full hookup sites and $42.00 
per night for water & electric hookup sites. Some members will be arriving on Thursday and extending 
to Monday. Please feel free to extend your reservation.  
 
To make a reservation, please contact Shir-Roy Camping Area directly. Be sure to tell them you are 
with Rick Newcomb and the TrailManor TrailBlazers group. Reservation Deadline: August 1, 2023. The 
campground will release the blocked off sites for our group after that date. When you make your 
reservation, the campground will request that you make your payment via check and mail it to the 
campground. Once you have made your reservation, please email Rick Newcomb to let him know. 
 
The campground does not have a recreation hall or pavilion available for groups. We will need to 
decide what we will do for our potluck dinner. Rick will email all who have reservations in April with 
options for the potluck. 
 
If you do not have a TrailBlazers nametag, please email Rick Newcomb with the names for the 
nametags. He will have your nametags ready for you at the rally. 
 
For any additional information about the rally, contact Rick Newcomb.  
 
Rick Newcomb’s email address: rnewcomb@comcast.net 
 
  

New England Pilgrim Fall Rally, Sept 8-10, Richmond NH
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Jubilee 2024, June 1– 8, 2024, Lake Leelanau, Michigan
Come join us in the upper part of the lower peninsu-

la of Michigan for the 2024 Trailblazers Jubilee! We will 
enjoy gathering together for dinner, square dancing, 
potluck, crafts, games, TrailBlazer Olympics-pickleball, 
shuffle board, corn hole toss, ladder ball, etc., tech talk, 
trailer crawl, an ice cream social. The following are ac-
tivities in the area and the Schedule is to be determined 
so watch for more details in the upcoming Newsletter(s). 
But, Make your reservation now as space is limited and 
this area Is typically fully booked a year in advance.
Things to do and see!!

• Glen Haven Village & Maritime Museum (Open 
11AM - 5PM) located on Sleeping Bear Bay, 
developed as a Lake Michigan deep water port 
to service shipping traffic with firewood, lumber 
and other supplies and services. 

• Cannery Boathouse Museum located in the 
former Glen Haven Canning Co. building (Only 
Open Weekends) was first used as a warehouse 
and later as a cannery for cherries in the 1920s. 
It has since been restored as the Cannery 
Boathouse Museum, housing historic small 
wooden boats used in the Manitou Passage 
between Glen Haven/Glen Arbor and the North 
and South Manitou Islands.

• Sleeping Bear Point Coast Guard Station 
Maritime Museum to the west along the 
waterfront, Sleeping Bear Dunes Rd terminates 
in front of the former U.S. Coast Guard Life 
Saving Station, now restored as the Sleeping 
Bear Point Coast Guard Station Maritime 
Museum. The exhibits focus on the U.S. Life-
Saving Service, the U.S. Coast Guard, and 
Great Lakes shipping history. In the summer, 
demonstrations are given of rescue drills and 
equipment used to fire a rescue line from shore 
more than 400 yards (370 m) to a ship in distress.

• Sleeping Bear Dunes Visitor Center in Empire 
has an introduction movie…. Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore is a United States 
National Lakeshore located on the “little finger” 
of the lower peninsula of Michigan in Leelanau 
and Benzie counties. The park covers a 35-
mile (56 km) stretch of Lake Michigan’s eastern 
coastline, as well as North and South Manitou 
Islands. The park was established primarily 
for its outstanding natural features, including 

forests, beaches, dune formations, and ancient 
glacial phenomena. The Lakeshore also contains 
many cultural features including the 1871 South 
Manitou Island Lighthouse, three former Life-
Saving Service/Coast Guard Stations and an 
extensive rural historic farm district

• Scenic Sunset Drive along Sleeping Bear Dunes 
Pierce Stocking 

• Sleeping Bear Dunes Heritage Trail (Walking/Bike 
Trail). Those who chose to bring bikes and ride 
the famous Sleeping Bear Dunes Heritage Trail 
that runs from S. Bohemian Road to Empire. 20 
Miles point- point. Ride all or part of the trail.

• Manitou Island boat & Island Tour. The boat 
leaves 10AM - returns 5:30PM pricing TBD. Bring 
a picnic lunch

• Leelanau Peninsula Wine Tour 

• Drive M22 to the tip of Leelanau peninsula to 
Grand Traverse Lighthouse in the Leelanau State 
Park for Tour. Along the way explore NorthPort 
and checkout Suttons Bay. 

• Bike the Leelanau Trail 17 Miles (Walking/Bike 
trail, 34 Miles Round Trip) from Suttons Bay to 
Downtown Traverse City.

• Mission Point Wine Tour

• Mission Point Lighthouse on 45th Parallel.

• Explore Downtown Traverse City

• Visit charming Glen Arbor for shopping, wine 
tasting, lunch or dinner

• Tour Leland MI. Leland is a charming tourist town 
where you’ll catch the ferry to South Manitou 
Island. The town is served by...*one* (you 
read that correctly as well) road, M-22, which 
connects Leland to Glen Arbor to Leland’s west. 

• Fishtown Preservation, Leelanau Historical 
Museum and gift shop. The Leelanau Historical 
Society was launched in 1957 by a group of 
residents dedicated to collecting and preserving 
Leelanau’s history. Leland, first established in 
1853 and later the county seat, seemed the 
natural location for the Society. Today, the 
collections and archives contain more than 
20,000 items. Visitors to the museum learn about 
Leelanau life and maritime history from exhibits, 
educational programs and publications.
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Jubilee 2024, June 1– 8, 2024, Lake Leelanau, Michigan
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TrailManorTM TrailBlazers Membership Form

Check one:  r New Member r Renewing Member r Friends & Family membership application

The club membership fee is $15.00 USD/year. Please enclose $15.00 in US funds for each year you wish to pay. Checks 
for an improper amount will be returned to the sender. Make checks payable to TrailManor TrailBlazers.

Mail to: Joni Page, Attn. TrailBlazers, 267 Alma Drive NW, Cedar Rapids IA 52405-4304, (319) 396-3134 
eMail: j.page.81623@gmail.com

Name  ______________________________________________ Spouse/Partner Name ________________________

Phone number(s) ________________________________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________State/ Zip __________________________________

E-Mail Address(s)  ________________________________________________________________________________

TrailManorTM Model and Year (when applicable) ________________________________________________________

If new Friends & Family membership application, indicate name of inviting TrailBlazers member  ________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please send all information listed the form for renewals to confirm that the information we have in our records is cur-
rent. If alternate phone or email addresses are provided, the member’s first name and/or type of phone (e.g., home, 
cell) may be indicated. Information provided on an application will be printed in the next newsletter and the club 
directory. Please indicate information you do not want printed. Information is not provided to other sources.

The Tidings is distributed via E-mail. Be sure to keep us advised of any changes to your e-mail address. 
Send any changes of your membership information to  Joni Page, 267 Alma Dr. NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 
        52405-4304, j.page.81623@gmail.com

“This photo of TrailBlazers President 
Larry Fennern beside the life-sized 
Percheron metal sculpture designed 

by Ottumwa, Iowa artist Steve 
Huffman was published in the OUR 
IOWA magazine December/January 

issue. After being exhibited at the 
2021 Iowa State Fair, the horse was 

moved to Hughes Park in Cedar 
Rapids where Larry and Joni viewed 

the impressive sculpture.”.
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Welcome New TrailBlazers Members

 

 

New Paint for my TrailManor by John Vinje 

In September my son and I decided to re-paint our travel trailer.  The main body is a “milk-
chocolate” brown, most of the trim is a metallic gold. We also had new TrailManor logos made 
for it.  We put on 2 coats of primer, 2 coats of base color and 1 layer of clear-coat. Kept us busy 
until late October; then our “monsoon” season arrived. Thus we ran out of time to put on 2 
more layers of clear-coat that we had wanted to. Those 2 layers will just have to wait until the 
“monsoon” season is over in late March/early April. 

 

 

If you would like more information on how we did this project, please contact me at 
goldwingj1@yahoo.com  
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TrailManor Dealers

Check the TrailManor website for other possible dealers: http://www.trailmanor.com/dealers  
Be sure to call before traveling to a dealer. Sometimes things change

Amazing RVs
8464 Gulf Fwy
Houston TX 77017
832-549-9000
www.amazingrvs.com 
Ken Boggs

ARIZONA ROUTE 66 RVs
11840 W. Rte 66 Ste A, Bellemont AZ
www.arizonaroute66rvs.com, 
928-226-7326

Bankston Motor Homes
5660 Highway 431
Albertville AL 35950
256-891-3100

Bankston Motor Homes
2191 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville Alabama 
256-533-3100
www.bankstonmotorhomes.com
don@bankstonmotorhomes.com
hb@bankstonmotorhomes.com
chase@bankstonmotorhomes.com

Bankston Motor Homes
9690 US-31
Warrior, Alabama 35180

BROWN’S CAMPING SALES
9726 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro Georgia
www.brownscamping.com
770-477-7718

Como RV 
Rick Como 
1601 W. Main St. , 
Inverness FL 34450 
352-344-1411 
fax 352-726-4966 
www.comorv.com 
rcomo@tampabay.rr.com

Custom RV Inc. 
21722 Verne Ave  
Hawaiian Gardens 
CA 90716
909-983-8411
www.customrvsales.com

Great Wheels
1985 Winfield Dunn Pkwy
Sevierville, TN 37876
Angie Brinkley
865.428.7425
angie@hhistores.com

Hartley’s RV Service
Steve Hartley
3830 US Rt 11, Cortland NY 13045
607-756-5302
stevehartleys@gmail.com
www.hartleysrv.com

Prosser’s Premium RV Outlet 
14003 W. Leetsbir Rd
Sturtevant, Wisconsin 53177 
262-898-2610
www.prosserrv.com
mike@prossersrv.com

See Grins RV Service & Repair
7900 Arroyo Circle, Gilroy CA 90520
408-683-4652
www.seegrinsrv.com/rv-service

Van City RV
1426 Selix Grove 
Colo Springs CO 80915
719-377-6999
www.vancityrv.com

Van City RV
6385 S Arville St, 
Las Vegas NV 89118
702.202.2601
accounting@vancityrv.com
john@vancityrv.com 

Daisy RV
2108 Ranch Rd 1431 Ste 100
Marble Falls TX 78654
830-715-5406, daisyrv.com
jeffellis05@yahoo.com
ron@daisymotorgroup.com
daisymotorgroup@gmail.com

Horn Rapids RV Service & Sales
2451 Henderson Loop
Richland WA 99354
509-375-7577

hornrapidsrv.com
Jgodfrey@hornrapidsrv.com 

Jack’s Campers
1313 W. Norway, PO Box 944
Mitchell SD 57301
605.996.1181
800.356.1812
bob@jackscampers.com (Bob Polly)
bobhansen@jackscampers.com
https://www.jackscampers.com/
jacks-rentals

Jack’s Campers
13203 High Plains Pl
Piedmont SD 57769
605-787-9010

MASTERCRAFT RV CENTER
5400 Fort Campbell Road
Hopkinsville Kentucky
270-888-9362

Point North RV
3389 West US 10
Lucington MI 9431
231-907-2003
lance@pointnorthrv.com

TULSA RV
20213 E. Admiral Pl
Catoosa OK
(918-234-0000

Wise Trailer Sales
211 Jayco Drive, Ebensburg PA 15931
814.472.5561

MCD Corp. 
(PROVIDES SERVICE ONLY) 
14 Iyanough Rd (Rt 28) 
West Yarmouth, Massachusetts
508-775-6311
www.mcdcorp.com

Webb RV
1206 Hammond Street
Bangor, Maine 04401
David Webb 207-942-2900
Dwebb1206@gmail.com


